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NAYS—27 

Baldwin 
Blumenthal 
Booker 
Cantwell 
Cardin 
Durbin 
Franken 
Gillibrand 
Harris 

Heinrich 
Hirono 
Leahy 
Manchin 
Markey 
Menendez 
Merkley 
Murphy 
Murray 

Reed 
Sanders 
Schumer 
Stabenow 
Udall 
Van Hollen 
Warren 
Whitehouse 
Wyden 

NOT VOTING—1 

Isakson 

The nomination was confirmed. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The ma-

jority leader. 
Mr. MCCONNELL. Colleagues, let me 

just say, this next vote will be the last 
vote of the evening. 

Mr. President, I move to reconsider 
the vote on the nomination, and I move 
to table the motion to reconsider. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
question is on agreeing to the motion 
to table. 

The motion was agreed to. 

f 

CLOTURE MOTION 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Pursuant 
to rule XXII, the Chair lays before the 
Senate the pending cloture motion, 
which the clerk will state. 

The senior assistant legislative clerk 
read as follows: 

CLOTURE MOTION 

We, the undersigned Senators, in accord-
ance with the provisions of rule XXII of the 
Standing Rules of the Senate, do hereby 
move to bring to a close debate on the nomi-
nation of RYAN ZINKE, of Montana, to be Sec-
retary of the Interior. 

Mitch McConnell, Roger F. Wicker, John 
Boozman, Orrin G. Hatch, Roy Blunt, 
Steve Daines, Tim Scott, Chuck Grass-
ley, John Hoeven, Michael B. Enzi, 
John Barrasso, John Thune, Mike 
Rounds, Mike Crapo, James M. Inhofe, 
Joni Ernst, John Cornyn. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. By unan-
imous consent, the mandatory quorum 
call has been waived. 

The question is, Is it the sense of the 
Senate that debate on the nomination 
of RYAN ZINKE, of Montana, to be Sec-
retary of the Interior shall be brought 
to a close? 

The yeas and nays are mandatory 
under the rule. 

The clerk will call the roll. 
The legislative clerk called the roll. 
Mr. WYDEN (when his name was 

called). Present. 
Mr. CORNYN. The following Senator 

is necessarily absent: the Senator from 
Georgia (Mr. ISAKSON). 

The yeas and nays resulted—yeas 67, 
nays 31, as follows: 

[Rollcall Vote No. 74 Ex.] 

YEAS—67 

Alexander 
Barrasso 
Bennet 
Blunt 
Boozman 
Burr 
Capito 
Cassidy 
Cochran 
Collins 
Coons 
Corker 

Cornyn 
Cortez Masto 
Cotton 
Crapo 
Cruz 
Daines 
Donnelly 
Enzi 
Ernst 
Feinstein 
Fischer 
Flake 

Gardner 
Graham 
Grassley 
Hatch 
Heinrich 
Heitkamp 
Heller 
Hoeven 
Inhofe 
Johnson 
Kaine 
Kennedy 

King 
Lankford 
Lee 
Manchin 
McCain 
McCaskill 
McConnell 
Moran 
Murkowski 
Murphy 
Nelson 

Paul 
Perdue 
Portman 
Risch 
Roberts 
Rounds 
Rubio 
Sasse 
Scott 
Shelby 
Strange 

Sullivan 
Tester 
Thune 
Tillis 
Toomey 
Udall 
Warner 
Wicker 
Young 

NAYS—31 

Baldwin 
Blumenthal 
Booker 
Brown 
Cantwell 
Cardin 
Carper 
Casey 
Duckworth 
Durbin 
Franken 

Gillibrand 
Harris 
Hassan 
Hirono 
Klobuchar 
Leahy 
Markey 
Menendez 
Merkley 
Murray 
Peters 

Reed 
Sanders 
Schatz 
Schumer 
Shaheen 
Stabenow 
Van Hollen 
Warren 
Whitehouse 

ANSWERED ‘‘PRESENT’’—1 

Wyden 

NOT VOTING—1 

Isakson 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. On this 
vote, the yeas are 67, the nays are 31. 
One Senator responded ‘‘present.’’ 

The motion is agreed to. 

f 

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will report the nomination. 

The legislative clerk read the nomi-
nation of RYAN ZINKE, of Montana, to 
be Secretary of the Interior. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The ma-
jority leader. 

f 

MORNING BUSINESS 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 
ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate be in a period of morning business, 
with Senators permitted to speak 
therein for up to 10 minutes each. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

CONFIRMATION OF WILBUR ROSS 

Mr. LEAHY. Mr. President, today Mr. 
Ross joins the growing list of billion-
aires appointed by the Trump adminis-
tration. It is not their wealth that con-
cerns me, but their past conflicts with 
the agencies they are promoted to lead 
and support, providing guidance for 
policy and for administration of the 
laws. It is for this reason I cannot sup-
port Mr. Ross today. 

Every American has a stake in the 
strength of our economy. We rely on 
the Department of Commerce to facili-
tate trade, investment, and innovation 
in a direction that ensures long-term 
benefits for Americans. Today while 
the wealthiest among us continue to 
profit, middle class families are work-
ing long hours to pay their bills and 
put food on their tables. The cost of 
living is outstripping their family 
budgets, and we must get ahead of this 
curve. 

Mr. Ross has a background of buying 
fledging companies, and while he might 
turn around the profit margins of those 

companies, it is at the cost of Amer-
ican jobs. He has been called fair and 
practical, but has also committed his 
career in business by expanding in low- 
cost countries like Mexico and China. 
The economic policies of this country 
cannot be built on representing the in-
terests of rich investors, but must also 
be creative in spurring job growth in 
American communities where industry 
has disappeared. We can shape our 
global trade policy in ways that benefit 
the United States, without having to 
do so under the assumption that the 
United States needs to operate in isola-
tion in order to realize economic suc-
cess. We can build industry at home, 
while partnering abroad in trade for 
our products. But it will take the com-
mitment of the next Secretary to focus 
on our human capital as innovators 
and not as mere cost considerations. 

Although America’s role in the glob-
al market is expanding, our closest 
trade partner remains across our 
northern border. Each year, we export 
hundreds of billions of dollars’ worth of 
goods and services to Canada, making 
it our largest export market in the 
world. Vermont is an active contrib-
utor to this flow of commerce. Sup-
porting initiatives that strengthen this 
partnership will benefit local busi-
nesses in Vermont and across the Na-
tion. Mr. Ross wants to renegotiate the 
North American Free Trade Agree-
ment, and while we can debate the 
merits of NAFTA, the talk of renegoti-
ating this agreement without the part-
nership of Mexico and Canada has 
many Vermont businesses concerned 
about the implications for their future 
and for the Vermont jobs that depend 
on our export markets. 

We live in a global economy, and I 
work with Vermont businesses every 
day who rely on importing goods and 
materials in order to successfully cre-
ate a final products that are a com-
bination of U.S. and foreign made. This 
is the reality for many businesses 
today. I do not criticize the decisions a 
businessowner makes for the quality of 
their product. But every large corpora-
tion makes a choice between cheaper 
overseas labor and materials or invest-
ing in the workforce here at home for 
greater gains in the future. That is a 
choice that Mr. Ross has made on sev-
eral occasions for the benefit of profits 
not workers. 

I have said it time and again, but 
America thrives when our middle class 
is strong. As Secretary, Mr. Ross will 
be expected to represent the interests 
of all Americans. I hope he takes this 
commitment seriously and works 
across party lines to create new indus-
try and opportunity that take root in 
the very communities that suffer from 
lack of it. The Secretary of Commerce 
cannot look at individuals as statistics 
of profit or loss, but must understand 
the innovative spirit that brings oppor-
tunity where it may otherwise be lost. 
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COMMITTEE ON APPROPRIATIONS 

RULES OF PROCEDURE 
Mr. COCHRAN. Mr. President, the 

Senate Committee on Appropriations 
has adopted rules governing its proce-
dures for the 115th Congress. Pursuant 
to rule XXVI, paragraph 2, of the 
Standing Rules of the Senate, on behalf 
of myself and Vice Chairman LEAHY, I 
ask unanimous consent that a copy of 
the committee rules be printed in the 
RECORD. 

There being no objection, the mate-
rial was ordered to be printed in the 
RECORD, as follows: 

SENATE COMMITTEE ON APPROPRIATIONS 
COMMITTEE RULES—115TH CONGRESS 

I. MEETINGS 
The Committee will meet at the call of the 

Chairman. 
II. QUORUMS 

1. Reporting a bill. A majority of the mem-
bers must be present for the reporting of a 
bill. 

2. Other business. For the purpose of 
transacting business other than reporting a 
bill or taking testimony, one-third of the 
members of the Committee shall constitute 
a quorum. 

3. Taking testimony. For the purpose of 
taking testimony, other than sworn testi-
mony, by the Committee or any sub-
committee, one member of the Committee or 
subcommittee shall constitute a quorum. 
For the purpose of taking sworn testimony 
by the Committee, three members shall con-
stitute a quorum, and for the taking of 
sworn testimony by any subcommittee, one 
member shall constitute a quorum. 

III. PROXIES 
Except for the reporting of a bill, votes 

may be cast by proxy when any member so 
requests. 
IV. ATTENDANCE OF STAFF MEMBERS AT CLOSED 

SESSIONS 
Attendance of staff members at closed ses-

sions of the Committee shall be limited to 
those members of the Committee staff who 
have a responsibility associated with the 
matter being considered at such meeting. 
This rule may be waived by unanimous con-
sent. 

V. BROADCASTING AND PHOTOGRAPHING OF 
COMMITTEE HEARINGS 

The Committee or any of its subcommit-
tees may permit the photographing and 
broadcast of open hearings by television and/ 
or radio. However, if any member of a sub-
committee objects to the photographing or 
broadcasting of an open hearing, the ques-
tion shall be referred to the full Committee 
for its decision. 

VI. AVAILABILITY OF SUBCOMMITTEE REPORTS 
To the extent possible, when the bill and 

report of any subcommittee are available, 
they shall be furnished to each member of 
the Committee thirty-six hours prior to the 
Committee’s consideration of said bill and 
report. 

VII. AMENDMENTS AND REPORT LANGUAGE 
To the extent possible, amendments and 

report language intended to be proposed by 
Senators at full Committee markups shall be 
provided in writing to the Chairman and 
Ranking Minority Member and the appro-
priate Subcommittee Chairman and Ranking 
Minority Member twenty-four hours prior to 
such markups. 

VIII. POINTS OF ORDER 
Any member of the Committee who is floor 

manager of an appropriations bill is hereby 

authorized to make points of order against 
any amendment offered in violation of the 
Senate Rules on the floor of the Senate to 
such appropriations bill. 

IX. EX OFFICIO MEMBERSHIP 
The Chairman and Ranking Minority Mem-

ber of the full Committee are ex officio mem-
bers of all subcommittees of which they are 
not regular members but shall have no vote 
in the subcommittee and shall not be count-
ed for purposes of determining a quorum. 

f 

CONFIRMATION OF SCOTT PRUITT 
Mr. SANDERS. Mr. President, I had 

very serious concerns about the nomi-
nation of Attorney General Scott Pru-
itt for Administrator of the Environ-
mental Protection Agency, EPA, and 
opposed his nomination. His record on 
the environment is abysmal. My office 
received a great number of comments 
from people in the State of Vermont, 
which takes environmental protection 
very seriously, as well as from all over 
the country. They fear that Mr. Pruitt 
is bought and paid for by the fossil fuel 
industry and the protection of our en-
vironment is in serious jeopardy. Make 
no mistake, the nomination of Scott 
Pruitt was a nomination designed to 
protect the fossil fuel industry and not 
the environment. 

In many ways, Scott Pruitt is the 
worst of the worst of all of Trump’s 
nominees. Donald Trump was going to 
drain the swamp. He promised to 
‘‘break the cycle of corruption’’ and 
‘‘give new voices a chance to go into 
government service.’’ Well, guess who 
is running the swamp now: the same 
corporate cronies Trump promised to 
drain out of Washington. 

Scott Pruitt wants to be the Admin-
istrator of the Environmental Protec-
tion Agency, but he is no friend of the 
environment. He boasts on his website 
that he is a ‘‘leading advocate’’ against 
the EPA. He said, ‘‘The agency’s ac-
tions are at best incompetent, and at 
worst reprehensible.’’ He testified to 
the House Committee on Science, 
Space, and Technology in May 2016 
that ‘‘the EPA was never intended to 
be our Nation’s frontline environ-
mental regulator.’’ 

What is particularly troubling is his 
record as Oklahoma’s attorney gen-
eral—as Oklahoma’s chief enforcer of 
clean air and water protections for his 
constituents—he sued the EPA 14 times 
and still has 8 active cases against the 
EPA. In all but one of these 14 cases 
Pruitt brought against the EPA, he 
was on the side of corporate interests. 
And in 13 of the 14, these companies or 
trade associations were also financial 
contributors to Mr. Pruitt’s political 
causes. 

Shockingly, Scott Pruitt disbanded 
the Environmental Protection Unit of 
the Oklahoma Attorney General’s Of-
fice. He claims that he continued envi-
ronmental protection, but the State 
budget shows that funding for ‘‘envi-
ronmental law’’ in the attorney gen-
eral’s office fell from $486,000 in 2011 to 
0 in 2014. In the State’s 2016 budget, 
there was a line item for ‘‘environ-

mental law’’—with $0. In fact, of the 
more than 700 press releases he issued 
as Oklahoma’s top law enforcement of-
ficial, not one touts an environmental 
enforcement case in Oklahoma. It 
seems clear that he abandoned all 
meaningful environmental protection. 
This is concerning because reports 
show that the Trump administration is 
considering eliminating the EPA’s Of-
fice of Enforcement, which would mean 
that the Agency would no longer be 
able to independently enforce our Na-
tion’s antipollution laws. 

At a time when we have to strength-
en environmental protection, Mr. Pru-
itt will be working overtime to carry 
out President Trump’s goal to destroy 
the EPA. Does this sound like someone 
who should be running the EPA? Not to 
me. More than 230 different environ-
mental, health, and public interest 
groups agree that Pruitt is unquali-
fied—so do former EPA employees. 
More than 770 of them from across the 
country all signed on to a letter that 
asked us to reject Pruitt as the next 
EPA Administrator. When hundreds of 
environmental groups and former EPA 
employees tell us that this guy is not 
qualified, maybe we should listen. 

The scariest thing about Scott Pruitt 
being the Administrator of the EPA is 
that our EPA should be working non-
stop to address the most pressing envi-
ronmental issue of our time—the glob-
al crisis of climate change. In 2009, the 
EPA Administrator found that the car-
bon pollution causing climate change 
threatens the public health and welfare 
of current and future generations; yet 
President Trump has called climate 
change a ‘‘hoax.’’ In November 2012, he 
tweeted: ‘‘The concept of global warm-
ing was created by and for the Chinese 
in order to make U.S. manufacturing 
non-competitive.’’ 

Perhaps it should come as no surprise 
that Mr. Pruitt takes the same page 
from President Trump. Pruitt said in 
March 2016, ‘‘Reasonable minds can dis-
agree about the science behind global 
warming, and disagree they do.’’ He 
also said ‘‘The debate about climate 
change is just that, a debate. There are 
scientists that agree, there are sci-
entists that don’t agree, to the extent 
of man’s contribution and whether it is 
even harmful at this point,’’ he added 
‘‘We’ve had ebb and flow, we’ve had ob-
viously climate conditions change 
throughout our history and that is sci-
entific fact. It gets cooler. It gets hot-
ter. And we do not know the trajectory 
is on an unsustainable course. Nor do 
we know, the extent by which the burn-
ing of fossil fuels, and man’s contribu-
tion to that, is making it far worse 
than it is.’’ 

When I questioned Mr. Pruitt in his 
confirmation hearing on January 18, he 
said: ‘‘I believe . . . the degree of 
human activity’s impact on the cli-
mate is subject to more debate on 
whether the climate is changing or 
whether human activity contributes to 
it.’’ He even told me that he thinks 
that his opinion on climate change is 
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